
 

As a person who is blind and a member of Lions Clubs International, I am very interested in 
making events accessible for people who are blind.  The NC Blind Lions Branch Club, in 
conjunction with the North Raleigh Lions Club, North Carolina Lions, Inc. and the Vision 
Insight group partnered with Duke University to undertake a project to make Camp Dogwood, 
a summer camp for blind adults, more accessible.  The original project involved mapping 
Camp Dogwood with OpenStreetMap, an open source mapping package, and using a way 
finding app from the American Printing House for the Blind to provide location services for 
campers with smart devices such as an iPhone. 
 
The initial implementation was successful, but we realized that the project could be greatly 
enhanced and extended if we had some tactile items to help campers orient themselves.  This 
would allow campers who are significantly blind, do not have a smart device or were not 
adequately trained to use apps such as Nearby Explorer, to become familiar with the layout of 
the Camp Dogwood Campus and the room layout of the Joyce Lodge, the main facility for 
many of the camp’s activities.  We considered many options and talked with many 
organizations to select a good media to make the tactile objects. 
 
Once we entered into discussions with members of Duke University - LiveWell RERC, we 
knew we had the best solution and the best organization to ask to join our team.  The Duke 
University Team we worked with consisted of Kevin Caves - ME, ATP, RET, Leighanne 
Davis - BS and Adrienne Hawkes, a Duke University student.  The tactile solution was a 
tactile 3D Printer Map of both the Camp Dogwood Campus and an indoor map of the Joyce 
Lodge.  The Duke Team was outstanding in so many ways.  They provided excellent technical 
leadership and innovation.  The product they delivered was high quality and delivered in a 
timely manner.  They showed a real concern for helping those most in need in our community 
and they were a pleasure to work with. 
 
The benefit that the Duke University Team provided goes beyond providing the best tactile 
mapping solution for the Camp Dogwood Accessibility Project.  They also helped demonstrate 
that low tech solutions can significantly enhance high tech projects.  This project will likely be 
a bellwether project for future accessibility projects for helping people who are blind. 
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